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President   Lady Colman     Vice Presidents   John Edwards, John Johnson, Chris North 
Chairman   Ted Cleary 
Secretary / Treasurer  Christine Bridgwater 
Committee  Gordon Bowers, Shelli Jones, Chas Lister, Keith Roe, Phil Stubbings 
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Is it Rocket Science? 
 
Scientists at Roll Royce built a gun specifically to launch dead chickens at the windshields of airliners and 
military jets, all travelling at maximum velocity. The idea was to simulate the frequent incidents of collisions 
with airborne birds to test the strength of the windshields. 
 
American engineers heard about the gun and were eager to test it on the windshields of their new high-
speed trains. Arrangements were made and a gun was sent to the American engineers. 
 
When the gun was fired, the engineers watched in shock as the chicken hurled out of the barrel, crashed into 
the shatterproof shield, smashed it to smithereens, blasted through the control console, snapped the 
engineer's back-rest in two and embedded itself in the back wall of the cabin. 
 
The horrified engineers sent Rolls Royce the film of the disastrous results of the experiment along with the 
designs of the windshield and begged the British scientists for suggestions. 
 
Rolls Royce scientists responded with a one-line memo: 'Defrost the chicken first!.'  
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PEDIGREE DOGS EXPOSED??�

Shooting Times asked me for 850 words… this is what I sent 

The BBC’s recent programme got everyone talking about the terrible health problems that are riddling the 
show rings… did anyone wonder about the Gundog breeds and whether they have any problems? There are 
more than you think!�

Most people have heard about hip scores – they may not know that 0:0 is perfect and 53:53 is no hips at all, 
but do they know a breed‘s “mean average”? Do they know how many times an unscrupulous person can 
take the same dog with perfect hips to be x-rayed with different KC documents each time?  Hundreds. How 
about eye tests. The same “clear” dog could be taken again and again with different documents. Thankfully 
we are being asked for dog ID these days, but it’s not compulsory. 
 
A lot of people are afraid to have their dogs tested in case something crops up that they don’t want to see. 
Heaven help us if it reflected badly on the FTCh sire or dam…   you can’t blame owners for being worried. 
Potentially, there’s big money at stake.   
  
In order for the Kennel Club to tighten up on healthy breeding practices it must ensure that all breeding dogs 
are permanently identified (usually microchipped) before being presented for health tests. This ID follows the 
dog, along with it’s health certificates, throughout it’s life. Chips may be scanned at every veterinary 
examination and could be spot checked if ever there was ever a query. But, how can the KC make anything 
mandatory? Registration is, after all, voluntary. Who can stop the breeding of unregistered but recognisable 
breeds that are bought without any health checks done whatsoever. Answer? No-one. So long as there is a 
cheaper option the public will, in ignorance, take it. 
  
One good thing that the programme has done is heighten the awareness of the plight of some dogs. Let’s 
hope the public DO now ask more questions and DO more research into their chosen breed. Many (local 
Authority) licensed businesses sell umpteen breeds throughout the year. Rarely seen with any dam, pups 
are sold as “pedigree” and passed off with some idiot piece of fiction supposedly showing their heritage. The 
word pedigree does NOT mean KC registered.   
  
When a breed is numerically vast – like Labradors and English Springers – we don’t hear many horror 
stories, but they DO exist. How many owners of working dogs bought them after having researched the 
health of the prospective litter? How many owners know the different conditions that occur in a particular 
breed? And of the breeder; how many popular studs (as in top FT winners) have their hips scored and their 
eye certificate kept current? There should be a fair few Labs/Retrievers ticking the boxes for that one. Pitifully 
few spaniels have their hips scored or eyes tested. How many popular stud Labs have their DNA tested for 
PRA, which only manifests itself later in a dog’s life? Not so many boxes ticked there…    I don’t think I’ll 
even bother asking the spaniels that one.  How many popularly used ESS stud dogs are tested for 
Fucocidosis? NONE at my last viewing of the list. There is one Open Stake winner on there, amongst a very 
few other FT bred dogs but that’s it.  
See http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/item/1144   
  
There is only one Fucocidosis carrier shown. Not much of a threat, you might think. However, this carrier’s 
pedigree contains several top FTCh lines. Where did the gene come from? Who knows? It came from 
somewhere. Fucocidosis is so rare that dogs that die of the disease have not have hit the headlines. The 
carrier's sire is by FTCh Clarburgh Art and out of a Moonreed bitch. It’s dam is by a Birdrowe dog and the 
dam’s bitch line has Larford on one side and Rytex on the other. Please note that there are all sorts of other  
names in the pedigree, too. The rogue gene could have come from any of the dogs. 
 
You don’t hear of poor eyesighted dogs. They’re excellent beating dogs ‘cos they have to use their nose to 
get about and can’t see the birds falling in the distance. You don’t hear about bad hips as the dogs never 
make the grade in the first place, without any diagnosis as to why they just won’t go. 
 
There are areas at the KC that need a good kick up the backside but, on the whole, they are making huge 
leaps forward. The Accredited Breeders Scheme is to be applauded in the theory behind it’s introduction and 
will improve, I am certain, once some hiccoughs are ironed out. At the moment, the KC is the best bet that 
we have.   
 
 
 



Maybe equal space on each registration document could promote the Accredited Breeder scheme rather 
than huge amount devoted to the KC’s own Petplan Insurance. Thus informing owners that AB pups are from 
health checked parents so they have far more peace of mind. A bit of computer programming could link the 
puppy’s breed’s available Health Tests and be printed in this new section.  
 
Don’t wag fingers only at show dogs. We have to put our own working dog lines in order, too. Over use of a 
 “popular winning sire” can apply to FTCh as well as a ShCh and, if everyone goes to the same dog and, 
sometime in the future, he proves to be carrying something nasty hidden away in his genes, it doesn’t do 
much for his breed. Health checks, including DNA, cost less than one stud fee. 
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Dutch Pea Soup     recipe from Pat Huskins in Netherlands 
  
400 gr green peas 
1 pig's trotter 
2 bayleaves 
1 tbsp salt 
2 leeks 
1 small celeriac bulb (parsnip or turnip would do if you could not find celeriac) 
1 big potato  
300gr Dutch smoked sausage 
1/2 bunch of celery leaves ("flat" parsley - the uncurled variety would do (don't use celery salt) 
pepper 
  

·  Soak the peas overnight in 2 1/2 liters of water.  

·  Bring to the boil with the trotter, bayleaves and salt.  

·  Cover with a lid and leave to simmer for 1 1/2 hours. 

·  finely slice/ and dice leeks, celeriac and potato: add to the soup stirring occasionally for another 30 
minutes.  

·  Add the smoked sausage for the last 20 minutes (do not boil).  

·  Remove trotter, skin and bones: dice the meat finely and return to the soup. 

·  Remove and slice sausage and return to soup. 

·  Add finely diced celery leaves and flavour to taste with pepper and salt. 

·  A wooden spoon must be able to stand up straight in the soup - that's when it's thick enough :). 

  
This is a typical winter one pot Dutch meal 
You find it at all outdoor events in winter (good for shoot lunches) 
Pat always makes double the quantity and freezes half. 
Hot tip - make it a day in advance, it tastes much better that way! 
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An appraisal by the boss??? 
�
(1) "Since my last report, this employee has reached rock bottom.....and has started to dig." 
(2) "His men would follow him anywhere, ....... but only out of morbid curiosity.' 
(3) "I would not allow this employee to breed." 
(4) "This employee is really not so much of a 'has-been', but more of a definite 'won't be'." 
(5) "Works well when under constant supervision and cornered like a rat in a trap." 
(6) "When she opens her mouth, it seems that it is only to change feet." 
(7) "He would be out of his depth in a parking lot puddle." 
(8) "This young lady has delusions of adequacy." 
(9) "He sets low personal standards and then consistently fails to achieve them." 
(10) "This employee is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot." 
(11) "This employee should go far, ..... and the sooner he starts, the better." 
(12) "Got a full 6-pack, but lacks the plastic thing to hold it all together." 
(13) "A gross ignoramus as in 144 times worse than an ordinary ignoramus." 
(14) "He certainly takes a long time to make his pointless." 
(15) "He doesn't have ulcers, but he's a carrier." 
(16) "I would like to go hunting with him sometime." 
(17) "He's been working with glue too much." 
(18) "He would argue with a signpost." 
(19) "He has a knack for making strangers immediately detest him." 
(20) "He brings a lot of joy whenever he leaves the room." 
(21) "When his IQ reaches 50, he should sell." 
(22) "If you see two people talking and one looks bored, ..... he's the other one." 
(23) "A photographic memory but with the lens cover glued on." 
(24) "A prime candidate for natural deselection." 
(25) "Donated his brain to science before he was done using it." 
(26) "Gates are down, the lights are flashing, but the train isn't coming." 
(27) "Has two brains: one is lost and the other is out looking for it." 
(28) "If he were any more stupid, he'd have to be watered twice a week." 
(29) "If you give him a penny for his thoughts, you'd get change." 
(30) "If you stand close enough to him, you can hear the oceans." 
(31) "It's hard to believe that he beat 1,000,000 other sperm to the egg." 
(32) "One neuron short of a synapse." 
(33) "Some drink from the fountain of knowledge;..... he only gargled." 
(34) "Takes him 2 hours to watch 60 minutes." 
(35) "The wheel is turning, but the hamster is dead."�
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